
BY DON ROSENBECK, 
PRESIDENT

Change is an inevitable part of life. Trusting God
through change can be a difficult, but crucial, part
of the life process. Over the years, the Maria Stein
Shrine has also seen much change... from convent
to motherhouse, from motherhouse to convent,
from convent to center and from center to Shrine.  

In 2010, the Sisters of the Precious Blood found
themselves in a position where they were unable to
appoint an administrator, from within their own
congregation, for leadership at the Shrine. For the
first time in their history, they entrusted this vital
position to laity. Shortly after, the few Sisters
remaining relinquished their duties at the Shrine
and transitioned their positions to lay personnel. A
momentous change had occurred and there was no
longer a daily presence of the Sisters at the Shrine.  

Significant change occurred again in 2017, when
the congregation announced their desire that the
people of the area take over the ministry through
an official transfer of assets. Since then, with their
continued guidance and support, we have placed
our trust in God to provide through the Legacy
Fund, for operational expenses, and the St. Joseph
Preservation Fund for architectural integrity of this
historical landmark.  

Finally, 2022 promises more change with my
retirement in June. I have faith and trust that God
will provide the right person to lead the future of
the Maria Stein Shrine. In this new season, there
will be inevitable changes and opportunities for
growth, just as there has been since the first brick
was laid here in 1846.  

Continue to pray and put your trust in God. And
thank you for the honor to serve and care for the
Maria Stein Shrine! 

Blessings,
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The Shrine Ministry has trusted in God to bring about wonderful
things, and he has delivered. The growth that the Shrine has seen
in its prayer, programming, and outreach over the last year is
amazing. Truly, God gives grace to those who trust in Him in
powerful ways.

As Catholics, we encounter God in the Eucharist and through the
Sacraments. We were blessed to celebrate Saturday Mass in the
Chapel and, during Lent, the Sacrament of Reconciliation was
reinstated. Additionally, Eucharist Adoration continues to be held
three afternoons a week. This invites anyone to come be in the
presence of God. We trusted that God would provide the priests,
volunteers and resources for these spiritual encounters and He has
generously sustained us.

Consequently, there are more and more candles being lit in our
chapels. Not only are pilgrims visiting, praying, and lighting their
own candles, we receive many online requests each week that are
fulfilled by our staff and volunteers. We recognize that this shows
the abundant spiritual need of both our local and virtual
communities. As the Chapels illuminate, we can see how
important prayer remains. Each burning candle represents
someone who has trusted God with their intention, while still
knowing God answers prayers according to His plan. Trusting in
Him means we must open ourselves to that plan.

Many years ago, the Shrine began offering a St. Peregrine Cancer
Prayer Service. This service continues today and allows pilgrims
the opportunity to venerate his relic and pray for his holy
intercession. Inspired by the faithful who gathered to offer prayers
and the increasing spiritual needs of the community, the Cancer
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Volunteers gathered to be recognized for their vital ministry contributions.

Care Ministry was established to offer personalized support for
both patients and their caregivers. Since its inception in 2019,
this ministry and team of volunteers continues to grow. They
now hold over 400 individuals in prayer! To those they
encounter, this team is God’s trust in action, showing them care,
giving them comfort, and supporting them through their journey.

The programs that the Shrine sponsor continue to grow,
reaching more people. This year we offered Summer Days with
the Saints and a St. Nicholas Celebration that were filled with
children. Our adult programs, including Couple’s Night in
February and our Sipping with the Saints, were sold out again
this year. God called the hearts of local people to experience Him
here at the Shrine and we are grateful for that.

It’s was a similar situation in 2021 with our pilgrimages and tours.
Traveling in trust, pilgrims have been arriving at the Shrine since
1875, when the relics were placed here by Fr. Gartner. This past
year we welcomed bus loads of new faithful, families out for the
day, CCD classes, and school groups to the Shrine. Through staff-
guided and self-paced tours, they learned about the great cloud
of witnesses who placed their trust in the Lord.

The Shrine was an inspiration to so many this past year. We
trusted that God would bestow blessings on the Shrine and
graces to those who visited here, and He did so generously. It
though the love of God that we await more good things in 2022.

Tim Nealeigh performs his annual portrayal of St. Nicholas during the beloved December
children's program. 

Trust in Action

Amy Wullenweber, a friend of the Shrine from the Cincinnati area, shared her cancer
journey during the July St. Peregrine Service. She is shown here with local family  & friends. 
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BY DIANA RUSSELL, FUND DEVELOPMENT
Trust in His Plan
Trusting in God means that you believe He has a plan for your life. That you
trust in His ways. You are not able to see the finish line, or what is to come in
the future, but you trust that it is good. When I think about placing trust in God,
I think about His plan for my life and how He led me to the Maria Stein Shrine!

I was born and raised in Louisville, KY. In the 1990’s, I journeyed on a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land with people from Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio.
During this experience, I met a wonderful woman from Versailles, OH. We
stayed connected, and a few years later I visited this area to attend her
wedding. She said, “While you are here you must see Maria Stein Shrine of the
Holy Relics and Grand Lake St. Marys!” Little did we both know that it was
God's glorious plan for us to meet, for me to move to the Grand Lake St. Mary's
region, AND for me to be employed by the Maria Stein Shrine! 

So yes, I absolutely believe God has a plan, and I trust in Him!

Soon after coming to the Shrine, I learned that the Sisters of the Precious
Blood were in perpetual adoration for over 100 years... Now I understand why
they call this God’s Country! The community commitment to this legacy truly
renewed my faith when they pulled together to make the Legacy Fund a
success in 2018. This support solidified the desire for this precious gem to
continue to nourish spiritual lives for years to come. Today, thanks to the
trusted guidance of our Board of Directors and Investment Committee, the
fund is doing exactly what it was designed to do – supporting the operating
costs of the Shrine. 

While celebrating the year of St. Joseph, we became aware that a previous
donation, restricted solely to structural integrity of this 130 year old building,
would soon expire. We prayed to St. Joseph, just as the Sisters did many years
ago when they were in need of a larger Chapel, and placed our trust in God's
plan. Thereafter, the St. Joseph Preservation Fund was established in the fall
of 2021 for maintaining and preserving this historical landmark. The goal was
set at $1,250,000 and has reached close to $500,000 in a few short months -
amazing! You can learn more about his initiative, make a donation and see the
progress at mariasteinshrine.org.

As we begin 2022, I encourage you to put all of your hope, belief, and
confidence in God. We can rely on Him when we trust in His plan. And we can
rely on him to show us the best return on investment from that trust!

2020 - 2021 SHRINE FINANCIAL OPERATIONS REVIEW 

https://www.curtlandry.com/give-hope-to-weary/


FEBRUARY 13
Couples Night with 
Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer (Sold Out)

MARCH 1
Shrove Pancake Dinner & 
Burial of Alleluia with Fr. John Tonkin

MARCH 15 & 24
Adoration Guild Learning Series 
with Sr. Joyce Ann Zimmerman

MARCH 17-20
Gift Shop Spring Sale

MARCH 20 
St. Peregrine Cancer Prayer Service

SPRING/SUMMER 2018

2291 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH 45860
www.mariasteinshrine.org  |  PH: 419.925.4532

Monday - Thursday:
9:30am - 6:00pm

Friday & Saturday:
9:30am - 4:00pm

Sunday: 
12:00pm - 4:00pm

hours

liturgical schedule
Monday - Friday
Mid-Day Prayer: 11:45am

Tuesday - Thursday
Eucharistic Adoration: 1:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturdays
Mass: 10:00am

For up-to-date event information, follow us on
Facebook, Instagram or visit mariasteinshrine.org

upcoming EVENTS 


